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Background 
In the 2010 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration, the Contracting Parties of HELCOM agreed to ’further assess 

the environmentally negative impacts of pharmaceuticals and other substances that are not monitored 

regularly, with the aim as a first step to assess in a coordinated manner their occurrence in the Baltic Sea and 

evaluate their impacts on the Baltic biota’ (HELCOM 2010). The commitment was followed up by the 2013 

Ministerial Declaration, in which the Contracting Parties agreed to collect information on pharmaceuticals 

and assess the status of contamination of pharmaceuticals and their degradation products in the marine 

environment (HELCOM 2013). 

The HELCOM Secretariat together with the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (coordinating PA 

Hazard of the EUSBSR), initiated the elaboration of this regional status report on pharmaceuticals. Two 

HELCOM working groups contributed to the report: (1) the Working Group on the State of the Environment 

and Nature Conservation (State and Conservation) regarding concentration of pharmaceuticals in the 

environment and (2) the Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area 

(Pressure) regarding inputs and pathways of pharmaceuticals to the sea. 

Data collection was carried out in two stages. In the first stage, the HELCOM groups State and Conservation, 

Pressure, and Agri (Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices) were asked to report on the availability of 

data regarding occurrences of pharmaceutical substances in the marine environment as well as on their 

sources and pathways. Information on data availability was provided by Denmark, Finland, Germany, Poland, 

Russia and Sweden. 

In the second stage, a reporting templates based on the information on data availability were elaborated and 

circulated to national contacts of the HELCOM groups State and Conservation and Pressure. Filled in 

templates were submitted to the HELCOM Secretariat by October 2015. In addition to the data on measured 

concentrations of pharmaceuticals, countries were asked to provide data on consumption of drugs in recent 

years as well as information on national systems for managing (handling) pharmaceutical waste.  

The data were evaluated by experts and compiled to two background reports. One report was focused on 

concentration of pharmaceuticals in the environment and the other on information on sources and pathway 

of these substances into the environment. A draft Status report, which is to be presented at the Meeting, is 

a compilation of the two background reports. The draft Status report will be presented in a form of power 

point presentation. 

Action 
The Meeting is invited to take note the draft Status report and recommend possible improvements before 
the document has been circulated to the HELCOM groups for the official commenting round. 
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